
DOCKET fiLE COpy ORIGlNAL

Bu.:~~RPALIUS
~ISTRICT, TEXAS

cOmmittees:
Agriculture
Small Business
Select Committee on

Children, Youth &
Families

1ft EX PARTE ORfljlliT.E.F1kl:.1l a....... \l~~~<""_ Hoo. OII'M "'.",\EJ-onrtress of e Jln~... ~..~s 0. 1 / V washington, D.C. 20515
• .",. '" V (202) 225-3706

Jlnuse of Iltpresmtatiues 'l~ Am:I:O':':Ci:101
.uslttngtnn. I.GL. 20515 ~ i' (806)371-88441 1000 Lamar, .208

Wichita Falla, Texas 76301
(817) 787-0541

February 25, 1993

Ms. Lauren Belvin
Acting Director
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street
Washinqton, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Belvin:

Over the past few weeks, I have received numerous comments
regarding Proposed Rule Docket 92-235.

As you can see, many of my constituents are concerned that
this rule will infringe on the safe operation of radio
controlled models. Your careful consideration of their
comments would be greatly appreciated.

If further information is needed, please do not hesitate to
let me know.

BS/cm
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The Honorable Bill Sarpalius
13th Dist 126 Cannon House Office Bldg
Vashington, D.C. 20510

Dear Congressman Sarpalius,

During the past year, I have started building and flying remote control (RC)
model planes. This is something I have wanted to do for many years since
spending many happy hours durinsr .my childhood building display type mooE"1
aircraft. Now that I can afford to indulge in this hobby and have purcha~ed

several models and complete radio gear, I am now told that there is the
possibility my RC radio equipment may become useless.

The concern is proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.
If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usabili ty of frequenei e~
currently assigned for RC model use and increase the risk of accidents and
liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band i~

primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio
control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile
frequencies that we have been able to share the band wi thout ei ther use
interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many lr'll10
mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to RC model operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that.
are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will be left if these new rules are adopted.

Many of the RC safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use
of the radio frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

The model I fly on a weekly basis has a wingspan of almost seven feet and
weighs approximately 10 pounds. It would not only be expensive to replace if
damaged, but could cause serious property damage or injury if control is lost by
a land mobile radio invading my frequency.

It is unfair of the FCC to improve the operating conditions of land mobile
radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think .re
are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment.

The RC aircraft hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to people like myself



The Honorable Bill Sarpalius
U. S. House of Reps.
126 Cannon House Office BId.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Subject: Federal Communications Commission NPRM-PR Docket 92-235

Dear Mr. Sarpalius:

Please intercede with the FCC regarding their proposed plans to split radio frequencies currently
allocated to remote controlled models and mobile communications in the 72 to 76 MHz bands
into additional more closely spaced bands.

Manufacturers have made great improvements in frequency control and the sanctioning
organizations, such as the Academy of Model Aeronautics and our local club, have imposed
strict limits in the operation of radio equipment in the interest of safety and compliance with all
FCC requlations. The present arrangement allows the interest of both hobbist and commercial
mobile communications to co-exist amicably.

Much of the margin of safety found in the current frequency separation will be sacrificed if
additional more closely spaced frequencies are added to the existing bands. Not only will
present equipment become obsolete and require replacement at great expense to the users but the
safety of participants and public, which we stress so strongly, will be jeopardized.

The model aircraft I operate weigh in excess of 10 lbs. and fly at speeds well over 100 mph.
As you might imagine loss of control in a public area, such as the city park in which I fly, due
to frequency interference could turn a pleasurable hobby into a disaster.

The fact that I operate my models in a safe manner, in a controlled environment, would be little
consolation if someone were injured due to outside interference from a nearby mobile
communication radio.

In the interest of fairness and safety please use your influence to deter the FCC in their efforts
to add additional disruptive frequencies in the limited bands (72-76 mhz) in which we operate.

Sincerely, L
WL-Ulrft~

Phil Godwin
R1. 8 Box 943
Amarillo, Tx 79118


